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REV. J. H. NEWMAN TO REV. DR. JENKYITS.
I hardly know what answer to make to your inquiry without knowing more of particulars. For instance, what I feel most clear about is this: I never would undertake to write lightly on any subject which admits of being treated thoroughly. I think it is the fault of the day. Now this probably will be a great objection to my engaging in a professedly popular work. Not that it is necessary to compose a long treatise, but more time (I feel) ought to be given to the subject than is consistent with the dispatch of booksellers, who must sacrifice everything to regularity of publication and trimness of appearance. An Ecclesiastical History, for example, whether long or short, ought to be derived from the original sources, and not be compiled from the standard authorities. [My ' Arians' was the result of this application.—J. H. N.]
At the end of the Long Vacation of 1830 Mrs. Newman and her daughters left Brighton and settled at Rose Hill, Iffley. This house—'Eaton's Cottage/ two cottages turned into one picturesque dwelling—was before long exchanged for Rose Bank, Iffley, where Mrs. Newman remained till her death in 1836. Some entries in the 'Chronological Notes' show the interest Mr. Newman felt in preparing Rose Hill, his Mother's cottage home. Other notices of the time have also their interest; sometimes telling much in little.
August 6.—Walked with Pusey and his wife to see the cottage at Rose Hill.
August 26.—Frank went for good [to Persia]. God guide us in His way !
September 13.—News came of poor Bennett's death by coach overturn. [The University's and niy organist. A man of genius.] Walked with H. Wilberforce to Rose Hill to go over Eaton's Cottage.
September 30.—Walk with Ifroude to Rose Hill to inspect the furniture.
October 22.—My Mother and sisters came to Rose Hill, arriving about 4 P.M.
November 7.—Preached for Church Missionary Society. St. Mary's collection, 161. Us. Qd.
November 9.—Introduced my sisters to the people at Littlemore. if they are worth anything. M. is now roaming : if he is ever to come round, it is not by telling him to do so.
